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MENHADEN REDUCTION
FISHERY TODAY

 Omega Protein (Cooke Inc.), located in the Virginia
section of the Chesapeake Bay, is the only
menhaden reduction fishery on the Atlantic Coast.

* Due to rapid increases in technology, a purse seine
can now catch a school of 400,000 menhaden in
one catch (a result of the density of menhaden
schools) in 35 to 40 minutes.

» Spotters in helicopters locate a school of menhaden,
transmit the location to the boats, which set their
purse seine.

« The hydraulic winches of today can lift the weight of
a school of fish.

 Holds of the boats can store one to two million fish
at a time.
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